CHAPTER XL

TOMSK.

THE city of Tomsk, which is situated on the river
Tom, a branch of the Obi, contains over 40,000 in-
habitants. Though scarcely as large as Irkoutsk,
it is a more imposing place at first sight. The
streets are broad and, though unpaved, in good
order, notwithstanding the incessant stream of
caravan traffic that pours through them in the tea
season. The public buildings are fine, without the
draggled, unfinished appearance of those at Irkoutsk
and Krasnoiarsk, and there are shop-windows to
enliven the appearance of the principal thorough-
fares.-

The steamer was not to leave for two days, a
time we devoted to unpacking and -overhauling our
clothes. "We found them in a sorry plight, while
.the leather portmanteaus were swollen like drowned
dogs after the pitiless storms of rain. We also took
the opportunity of writing home to announce out;
safe arrival so far. Posting letters iu Siberia is
somewhat wearisome. It took us nearly half s&ia
hour to despatch them, and then only by tfae aid .of,
a Polish interpreter called in by the landlord